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Congratulations to the 2014-2015 Inductees 
to the National Junior Honor Society. The 

following students were honored in a candle-

lit ceremony on Thursday, February 19 at 
the MS.  These students needed to complete 

an application, record community service 
and leadership hours and meet academic 

criteria. 

2014-2015 Inductees  
Rebecca Andino 
Jill Bauer 
Deslyn Beade  
Isabella Boasci 
Addison Borger 
Nathan Borger 
Shannon Carr 
William Cerbone 
Joshua Clauson 
Lilith Cole 
Erin Connelly 
Ryan Connors 
Connor Covart 
Kamillia Czachor 
Jordan Daniel 
Matthew Davis 
Kaitlyn Denninger 
Danielle DiMarco 
Jason Estrella 
Tyler Fette 
Julia Garbacz 
Megan Gawron 
Emily Gethen 
Olivia Getz 
Meaghan Grennan 
Aaron Hammond 
Jessica Havansky 
Austin Herna 

Amanda Hook 
Ben Jacoby 
Jade Kautzsch 
Morgan Raye Kosakowski 
Catherin Kovalcik 
Peter Kramer 
Nicole Kuehner 
Kelly Lesnik 
Juliana Lopez 
Sydney Madiera 
Rebecca Makrides 
Canyon Marks 
Aidan McHugh-Wood 
Lucianne Mesce 
Marissa Meyers 
Jessie Mieles 
Tyler Morgan 
Samantha Petzold 
Sara Pio 
Stephanie Reyes 
Hailie Richards  
Madison Roberts 
Jack Robinson 
Madeline Schaefer 
Joshua Schaffner 
Ashley Schwenck 
Danielle Scudero 
Carson Sinisko 
Kayla Sobers 
Emma Sullivan 
Michael Tauer 
Alexis Thomas 
Dominic Tyner 
William Widarsono 
Ashley Williams  
Faith Worden  

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NJHS Inductees 



Outside the Classroom Walls 
Mr. West 

Mr. West, an 8
th
 grade teacher Pre- Algebra and 

Algebra 1 teacher, chose this particular grade 

because he loves the topics in Algebra. He feels 

that he can make a big impact on students who 

are going into high school their following year. 

This year will be his 25
th
 year teaching. Before 

becoming a teacher, Mr. West went to Penn 

State where he became certified to teach. He 

has also been in the military because he felt that 

he had to help and serve his country. 

Mr. West has two daughters and likes to spend 

time with them by going to sports events and 

concerts. His favorite hobby is “nothing in partic-

ular,” but likes to do and/or watch anything sports 

related. As a child, he grew up living in Central 

Pennsylvania, near Williamsport.  

He believes that “A teacher affects eternity; he 

can never tell where his influence stops,” a quote 

by Henry Adams.  -Olivia Dahl 

Attendance notes must be turned 

in within 3 days of the absence to 

the Attendance Secretary. 

 

Requests for Work due to extend-

ed absence go through the Main 

Office.  Work will be collected and 

can be picked up in the Office. 

 

All students need to be in dress 

code compliant clothing.  Shorts/

skirts must be to the knee. Shoes 

must have a back strap. 

PSSA dates to Remember 

The 2015 PSSA tests will be  

given in April.   

April 14-16 ELA 

April 21-23 Math 

April 28-29 8th Grade Science 
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Over the Internet, people have been arguing that con-

soles such as the PlayStation 4 and Xbox One are better than PC 

(Personal Computer) and vice versa. Console gamers say that 

they have a better yet simplified experience while PC gamers 

say that games are cheaper due to digital distribution platforms 

like Steam. In this article, this will give the player background 

information of what platform they will game on. 

At first are the consoles. Consoles are dedicated gaming 

computers that have all the hardware needed to play games and 

other services like Netflix. The hardware in them is the same for 

everyone else who buys it. However, the hardware in them is usu-

ally less powerful than in PCs, even though when the Xbox 360 

released, its GPU (graphics processing unit) was ahead of the PCs 

in terms of performance for a few months. 

With the setup of a console, it has been simplified. All 

that the player has to do is to place it somewhere near a TV, plug 

in a HDMI and power cable, power it up, set up a couple things, 

and it's good to go. As with the games, all of them are already 

programmed for the controller(s) that came with the console so the 

player can sit back and enjoy the game with simplified controls. 

Speaking about the games, most games like Call of Duty 

on the consoles are usually priced at $60 and may not have a 

price drop until a few months later. The player does have an op-

tion to purchase used games from certain retailers such as Ama-

zon.com for a lower price. The graphics and other features will be 

scaled back in order to be playable on the console's hardware 

such as Titanfall on the Xbox One running at 60FPS (frames per 

second) with the resolution of 1408x792. If the game has online 

features, it can only be accessed by purchasing Xbox Live Gold 

or PlayStation Plus, depending on the console. The cost for a one 

year membership is $50 to $60. Other services like Hulu and Net-

flix will also require a membership in order to use them. 

While players enjoy a simplified gaming experience on 

their couch, others may prefer a better overall experience on PC. 

With better graphics and unlimited customization, PC will allow 

the player to do whatever they want with their system, while on 

the other hand, consoles can barely be customized. Also, the play-

er will benefit from building their own system and purchasing 

games from Steam for a lower price compared to console games. 

With a setup of a gaming-capable PC, the player has 

an option to either buy a pre-built gaming PC from vendors like 

Alienware or build a system themselves, which is more affordable. 

By building a PC, the player will have to research on what hard-

ware to use in the system from a case to a graphics card and 

processor. When the parts are brought home, the player will have 

to spend about an hour or so of labor to build the system and 

install an operating system such as Microsoft Windows and neces-

sary software. This can be a complicated process compared to 

consoles, which is ready out of the box, but costs $400 to $500.  

But by building a gaming PC, they can cost less, more, or 

as much as the consoles, depending on the hardware and operat-

ing system. By building a PC, the player will have to research on 

what hardware to use in the system from a case to a graphics 

card and processor. When the parts are brought home, the play-

er will have to spend about an hour or so of labor to build the  

system and install an operating system such as Mi-

crosoft Windows and necessary software. This can be a com-

plicated process compared to consoles, which is ready out of 

the box, but costs $400 to $500. But by building a gaming 

PC, they can cost less, more, or as much as the consoles, de-

pending on the hardware and operating system. 

The games on PC are usually better in terms of 

graphics, sound, and performance. Along with better quality, 

games on PC are usually cheaper than on consoles. Also, de-

veloping games on PC is cheaper due to not having to pay 

fees to port them to consoles. But every now and then, some 

games that have been ported to or developed on PC may 

have been improperly optimized, causing them to run poorly, 

even with powerful hardware. This is due to that everyone's 

PC has different hardware. As with consoles, players have the 

same hardware, making optimization easier.  

The pricing on games on both ends will be different. 

On consoles, some games can be $20 to $60 on the console's 

marketplace. If the player pays for a membership like 

Playstation Plus with their PS4, they will get discounts as low 

as 75% off. But on Steam, a digital distribution platform on 

PC created by Valve, games can be discounted via Steam 

Sales, week-long sales, Midweek Madness, and weekend 

deals, allowing the player to purchase games at a lower 

price. Some players can wait until their game(s) of their choice 

goes on sale. The publisher and/or developers can discount 

their entire library to even have bundles of games on Steam. 

Also, some games can be played for free for a limited amount 

of time, which is occasional on Steam. 

When something goes wrong, there are ways to fix 

them. On consoles, if the optical drive fails, no longer displays 

anything, or suffers a type of technical failure, the player can 

pack up the console and send it to the manufacturer to be 

repaired or replaced. If the player were to open up the con-

sole, which will void its warranty, and fix the problem, they'll 

most likely get banned from Xbox Live/PSN. On PC, the play-

er is on their own to fix the problem. They have the option to 

call a service like Geek Squad to diagnose and solve the 

problem, which can be expensive, depending on the problem. 

But, the other way to fix the problem without spending money 

is to fix the problem themselves. If something like the graphics 

card was to fail, the player can swap the card with a new 

one. Other problems, such as BSODs (Blue Screens of Death), 

may have to be looked up in order to find the solution. 

There is more information of pros and cons of PC and 

console gaming, but these are the basics of the PC vs. Console 

argument. Should gamers enjoy an better overall experience 

on PC or continue playing games on a simplified console? Is 

PC gaming the choice for those who can't afford games at 

their release date on consoles? It's all up to the player to de-

cide which platform to mainly game on.  

-Kiano Garcia-Banks 

PC vs. Consoles: The Factual Explanation 
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This year there has already been several activities 

the Builders Club has completed for our school and 

the community: Toys for Tots, Candy Cane Grams, 

VALOR, The Monroe County Homeless Initiative, 

and more.  The members love doing these activi-

ties and being in a club where they help people. 

When asked why the members joined a club 

where help others and our school, their responses 

were that the club was fun and doing for other 

people is cool. 

“I liked the Candy Cane Grams because it was fun 

to sell them. I wanted to help the community, and I 

have had enjoyment doing it,” responded Fiona 

Reinhard. 

Dora Firestone said, “I like helping people and 

giving back to people who did a lot for me. I liked 

the Toys for Tots because you can see how many 

toys people gave to the needy children.” 

Giving back to the community is the main thought 

of multiple members. It makes them happy to 

make others happy as well.  

“I joined because after hearing about it. I realized 

it would be fun to do something that volunteers to 

help people and affect their lives to something 

good,” said Sydney Madeira. 

“I joined because I enjoy helping people and put-

ting a smile on their face. The Toys for Tots was 

my favorite because giving toys to kids really 

makes me happy,” responded Kaily Mayer. 

“I liked The Warm Hearts to Warm You because it 

was nice to give warm clothing to people that 

need it. I like to give back to the community and 

helping people.” – Madison Tiedemalnn 

The PVMS Builders Club 

The outcome of the activities Builders Club did was an 

important detail to many of the students. Seeing that 

a positive change was accomplished is something to 

be really happy about. It is the whole idea behind 

Builders Club, making our community a better place. 

“I joined the club because I wanted to be a part of 

the school, and I ended up having fun in Builders 

Club. I liked doing the Candy Cane Grams.  I liked it 

because it had people communicate with each other.” 

– Jeremiah Santiago 

“I liked Toys for Tots because it’s nice to see kids re-

ceive their presents. It felt nice to know that the com-

munity had food to eat. I wanted to help the commu-

nity that gave to me.” – Herbert Ortiz 

“I liked Toys for Tots because it’s for kids to have pre-

sents that their parents can’t afford. It’s about helping 

the community and most people my age don’t help. It 

is about doing what’s right.”– Michael Tauer 

It’s obvious that our community means a lot to the 

Builders Club. Helping people and trying to make a 

positive difference is a priority to the members. This 

club has made differences and will continue on doing 

that for the rest of the year. 

 By Melanie Reyes and Stephanie Reyes 
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REMINDER 

SPRING BREAK SCHEDULE 

Full day on Wednesday, April 1.  

1/2 day on Thursday April 2.  

School is closed on Friday.   

Classes resume on Monday, April 6.  



PV Sports Center ~ WINTER SPORTS AT PVMS 

Girls’ Basketball 

Multiple girls’ basketball players on the 7th grade 

team said the best part of  playing on the team is “it’s 

fun to be with friends while practicing the sport you 

love.” They also said that “communication is key” to 

winning games. 

8th Grade Boys’ Basketball 

Jack Robinson, an 8th grade boys’ basketball 

player says that his favorite part about being on 

the team is that he can “work with his team to 

become a better player.” 
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The Pleasant Valley Middle School 7th grade boys bas-

ketball team had an excellent season finishing with a 

record of  12 wins and 10 losses.  Fourteen players  

make up the team.  They practiced every day after 

school as well as Saturday mornings.   

Mr. Fleming, the seventh grade coach, played basket-

ball in middle school.  “I chose to coach the basketball 

team because I wanted to try something new and I 

liked it.”   

Their season lasted from the end of  November to the 

beginning of  February.  Brandon Martes, power for-

ward, shared that his favorite part of  the team was 

sharing good laughs with his friends.   

Congratulations for a job well done! 

-Ryan Connors 

Ski Club 

The PVMS is Ski Club is organized by Mr. Petit-Clair. At Ski 

Club students either ski or snowboard down the slopes at 

Blue Mountain Ski Resort. Students can also take  lessons 

to learn how to ski or snowboard. Ski Club takes place eve-

ry Thursday during their scheduled span of  weeks during 

the winter. 
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Agitated by algebra? Flus-

tered with functions? Puzzled 

by proofs? Pleasant Valley 

Middle School Math Lab is 

here to help! 

Meet Ms. Rusnock for help with 

your most challenging math questions. Learn strategies 

that make math easy and fun, compete against your 

classmates in math games and watch your math scores 

improve. 

Thanks to a generous grant from the Pleasant Valley 

Education Foundation, Math Lab is equipped with iPads 

which will improve student engagement and interaction.  

Math Lab runs 2:45 to 3:45 p.m. Monday to Friday in 
room P-7. Listen to announcements for any changes. Par-
ents can pick up their children in front of PVMS at 3:45 
p.m. 

 
For more information, contact Ms. Rusnock 
@rusnock.sarah@pvbears.org. 

 

BAND NEWS     

 The Ecology Club is preparing for their En-

viron-thon in the spring. They study Pennsylva-

nia’s wildlife, such as birds, trees, animals, ponds, 

and insects. They will also be collecting dried 

markers to send to Crayola, who will be converting 

them clean energy. Ms. Pekala and Ms. Hill are the 

club advisors.  

 

 The 7th and 8th grade band director is 

Mr. DeVivo. The 8th grade band are prepar-

ing for their spring concert. They will be 

playing Fanfare, Finale, The Hunger 

Games, World of Warcraft, and Chesapeake 

Overture. The 8th grade band practices eve-

ry day during 9th period, but starting 3rd 

marking quarter, they will practice days 2, 

4, and 6 during W.I.N. 

Outside the Classroom Walls:  Coach Merwine 

 Coach Merwine is the coach of the PVMS wres-

tling team. He has been coaching wrestling for 28 years 

at several different schools. He is coaching because he 

played wrestling when he was in school and it gave him 

a good work ethic. Because of the good work ethic he 

got from wrestling he became successful in starting his 

own business. He wanted to give back to the community, 

so he decided to start coaching wrestling. This year the 

team doesn’t have enough numbers as they want, but 

everyone on the team is individually good. One half of 

the teams matches are tournaments and in the districts  

tournament they are hoping to get in the top five out of 

forty-eight schools. Coach Merwine thinks they have a 

good chance to get their goal because everyone on the 

team is a good wrestler. For anyone thinking about 

joining the team next year or for anyone who walked 

out of little bears wrestling because of high condition-

ing, Coach Merwine urges you to come back. There is 

less conditioning and more wrestling to prepare you for 

the next level. 

ECOLOGY CLUB Preparing for 

the Monroe Country Environ-thon 

X = Math Lab!    

x-apple-data-detectors://1
x-apple-data-detectors://1
mailto:rusnock.sarah@pvbears.org
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Pleasant Valley School District Libraries:  

eBooks from Overdrive! 

Students and staff are able to check out 
eBooks onto their Kindle, Nook, iPhone/iPad/

IPod touch, Android device, etc.   

PV has partnered with the IU and several 
other Districts to make eBooks available to 

library patrons. 

All you’ll need to borrow digital titles from 
your library is an internet connection and a 
library/ID card. Instruction sheets for many 

devices are available in the library.   

 PVMS Library Books connect to today’s student 

technology to encourage reading everywhere! 

Need extra time to get homework done? 

work on a research activity?  

use a computer?  

 

The PVMS Library is open after school on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:45-3:45.  

Students need to sign up during homeroom 

and be sure to have a ride at 3:45.  This is 

not a tutoring session, but a quiet time of-

fered to students who may need that extra 

hour to complete assignments to work on 

computers. 

After School Library Hours  Middle School Library  Spelling Bee 2015 

The annual Russell C. Hughes Monroe County 
Spelling Bee for the 2014-2015 school year will 
be held March 25, 2014 (snow date April 1) at 
7 p.m. at the East Stroudsburg High School 
South Auditorium. 

Round I was held in the library in Jan.   Round 
II was held at PVI in February.  
 
Round I for 8th grade students was held Jan.28.  

Congratulations to the following students for 
becoming finalists in the Spelling Bee:  Olivia 
Holcomb, Teagan Angell and Emily Gethen 
from the 7th grade, Shyanne Mostkiewicz from 
the 8th grade and alternate Olivia Dahl-Grade 
8. 

The finalists competed East Stroudsburg High 
School in the final round!  

Congratulations to 7th grader Emily Gethen for 
taking First Place in the county wide spelling 
bee... 

You make us PV Proud!!  

 

2015 SUMMER READING  

REQUIREMENTS 

All 8th grade students entering PVHS are re-

quired to complete summer reading.  Book Ti-

tles and information about the 9th grade require-

ments can be found on the HS Web Page.  

All 7th grade students entering PVMS 8th grade 

will be required to read one chosen novel and 

one biography with assignment expectations.  

List and expectations will be provided in late 

Spring for all students. 



 

“We learn more about the classes we are taking and the con is it takes time out of our regular classes”  

- Eric Steinmetz, 7th grade 

 “It is a fun activity day but it takes time out of our classes, and we don’t always get what we 

want.” –Jamie Brink, 7th grade 

 “You get to see your friends but some of your friends have different activities so you can’t see all 

of them.” -Brienne Cunningham, 7th grade 

 “You get to learn more about other things and the con is some people are put in places they do not 

want to be in.” – Chiagozie Adindu, 7th grade 

 “You get put in certain groups and it could help them in things they struggle in.”  

– Scot Librizzi, 7th grade 

 “You can have fun and learn but a con is it takes time from your class and sometimes you can’t  

socialize.” – Cameron Malozzi, 7th grade 

 “A con is there are many people in a group. A pro is there are fun games and good teachers.”  

– Gianna Trocchio, 7th grade 

 “A con is I got put in a place I did not even pick. A pro is we get to learn different things.”  

– Ashley Russell, 7th grade 

 “A pro is you see your friends. A con is I got something I kind of like.”  

– Jonathan Bentley, 7th grade 

 “Kids can be together and do the activity they want to do.” – Cheyenne Johnson, 8th grade 

 “Kids can explore new things and learn new things and activity period takes up a lot of time and 

there can be little room for the actual education.” – Emma Mitchell, 8th grade 

 “We are able to see all the friends we can’t see in our normal classes. Shorter class periods are a 

con because it can affect the time we have to take a test or quiz.” – Tyler Horton, 8th grade 

 “A con is regular classes are shortened and the pros are you get to do different things with differ-

ent people who you might not see throughout the day.” – Ashley Bolds, 8th grade 

 “We get the enjoyment of doing what we like to do and it is kind of like a stress reliever and an 

enjoyable period. A con is it cuts out of important class time.” – William Widarsono, 8th grade 

 “Pros are that every six days, we get shorter classes and then a fun break at the end of the day. 

Cons would be that for some activities there isn’t enough time in the year to complete that activity. “ 

– Coby Wentzler, 8th grade 

 “Pros are you get to make new friends and talk to your friends.” – Samantha Silliman, 8th grade 

 “Pros are we have shorter periods and a fun activity and we do not get a lot of homework.”  

– Sean Cordova, 8th grade 

  

  

VOICES FROM THE HALLS:  

What are the Pros and Cons about the new Activity periods? 

The Bears Times 



 Drake, a popular hip-hop singer once said, “Smile and let everyone know that today you're a lot stronger than 
you were yesterday.” Almost everyone wishes for this to be  their reality. Everyone has this expectation to look up to, to 

be a well known, amazing, perfect person, but at the same time to be happy with themselves. We all have this fantasy 
envisioned in our head, but it’s nearly impossible to achieve. There are obstacles in everyone’s life that makes this inspi-

rational statement false.  

 People in today’s generation especially teenagers, put so much pressure on themselves to be “what they 
should” or to do “what they were supposed to”. This mind set just allows for self rejection and eventually failure. This 

image that isn't even real, is fabricated into young people’s mind to be something they aren't. The urge to “fit in” or to 
be popular should mean nothing, but in today’s world it means everything. Social media, for example, has become a 

major influence to project this imaginary lifestyle that we all strive to have. Many people believe by commenting some-
thing rude and immature on Twitter, you will fit this image, or if you take a provocative picture and post it on Insta-

gram, you will automatically fit in with the rest. I have read these comments, and sometimes these comments have 

been directed towards me. I have also seen these inappropriate photographs. These are the kind of qualities found in 
people today, and I believe that is absolutely horrible.  

 Showing a derogatory attitude is unacceptable, we know that and we are continuously taught that, yet there 
are still people that think being disrespectful is a path to popularity. Just because there are people in this world shallow 

enough to even think such negativity, doesn't mean one should follow. Being uncivil doesn't get anyone anywhere. If 

anything it hurts you more than it hurts the innocent person. You and your friends aren't the only people observing this 
hate. Rumors go around quicker than lightning. Before you know it, you can easily catch yourself in serious trouble with 

the school and most importantly, yourself, because you will be judged for your immaturity forever. One way or another 
that will stick with you for your entire life either in guilt, regret, or loss of friends along the way. Being impolite wont 

help anyone on the road to success.   
 “That's always seemed so ridiculous to me, that people want to be around someone because they're pretty. It's 

like picking your breakfast cereals based on color instead of taste.” This quote from John Green expresses an opinion 

which I believe is very true. Again, meeting this fake mental criteria can possibly be accomplished by how one looks. 
Many think if you have a reputation of being beautiful or handsome or having the perfect body you are an amazing per-

son. That is not correct. If someone finds pleasure in being rude and uncaring to others, but they're pleasing to the 
eyes, most likely they wouldn't be a person everyone wants to be around. Even though it may seem “cool” to be known 

as the person who went to the movies with your school’s America’s Next Top Model, are you really going to have a 

good time, because I highly doubt it. People want to surround themselves with positive energy. Just because someone 
may fit the title of “good-looking” doesn't mean they're the best person in the world.  

 Self acceptance is almost impossible to achieve with all of the negativity and goals to be “perfect" in this world. 
You cannot be perfect, but you can definitely be happy. Being happy with yourself is something we all want, but that 

means being you. Crazy right? How can you truly be yourself when all of the messages to be perfect from celebrities, 

your peers, and unfortunately sometimes your own family are changing you? You simply can’t.  
 Studies have shown that people are happier when they are doing things they're passionate about or spending 

time with people they genuinely love. If the one thing you love doing is seen as “uncool” or “stupid” you probably are 
not going to want to continue doing it. Or if the new kid in school is actually really nice and friendly, but she isn't seen 

as the most gorgeous person on earth and people make jokes about her. You are most likely going to feel pressured 
into avoiding her or worst, joining along with the immaturity of others. It is so hard to be happy when you have this 

dream in your head to be the next “it” girl or the future NFL player. I myself have stopped doing things I loved. I’ve 

missed opportunities to meet new people. I also didn't experience things I wanted to in the past all because of this 
mind set. Changing who you are has become so easy and so unnoticed because everyone’s doing it.  

 Avril Lavigne once said, “Why should I care what other people think of me? I am who I am. And who I wanna 
be.” Having this mentality and this image to focus on yourself and what you love will make you so much happier. Be-

coming care free of what people might say about you and not worrying about what others think about your hair today 

will give you self respect. This mentally is much harder to achieve, but completely worth it when you realize you are 
happy and everyone else is still trying to be that perfect person they created in their mind a long time ago. Being happy 

can be done. Being perfect can’t.  

Learning to Love Yourself 

An Editorial by Rebecca Makrides 


